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December  4,199? .I

3hc+tq Management  Branch  (HFA-305)
Food andDrug  Adminisbation
5630 F&hers  Lane,  Room 1061

_Bsdcville,  MD 20852

DearSjborMadaq:

I am writing  in strong apposition  to the propwed  regulation  that  in order to use a directed  donor’s  sperm
m, a woman must have beeqexually  intit&te with  tEedcnqr.

I am a 35-year-014  lesbian who Pas been  trying  far 3 years to become  pregnant. My sfory is 1ongFd
invohesseveral  unkgowadonors  hm a SW bauk, a-t &al offqti$.ty  tre$ment,  apd&imately  the
excitknent  and joy ofhaving a good  gay  male  f&n&agree  to be a donor/involved  dad.
miscanied,our  fi&xegnancy.

In early  October I
My donoq.partner,  and I are all very hop& that  I will get pregnant  again

.-and this,fheqmy  the baby-te-ten?z.

My doctor,  a well-respected  reproductive  endqcrinologist,  confiqs  what  I know from my own rev&w  of the
-literature:  &e&sperm  is healthier,  moreti~le  and more  likely to result  in a prmanq. Ther&k, it is ksh
sperm that we usafor  ir&@eke inseminations,  aRer my treatment  with fertility  drugs. We are committed
to maximitig  my c&&es for a~egnancy,,atkr ~J.l+sd.iEc$t  and qnotional  %y=burney-

My do+r merely  as&l that  my danor  aqd I do an insemination  an our own,  at home,  bef’e  coming  to him
That &as  his wf saying,  ‘OK, you need to put that-sperm&  the q@na---thy  assuming.tisk of EER;T
SIB, and other  diseases-and then  if that  doesn’t  work,  I will  do the in.semim&m.” He &d not presume  to
require  t$at my donor,and  I actuallyhav~ sexu$l  intercourse.

I am appalled  that  the FDA  woul$ see fit to vequive sexual  intimacy between  any two adults. There  could  be
nothing gore intrusive,  in my miqi.

I understand  the FDA’s  ccmcern,about  disease transmission,  but that does not override  the right of any
individual  woman to decide  who the fatler  ofhec  child will be and to have the abilik to choose the most
eflicacious way  of acbkQina  preanancv./

i urge  you to delete  the proposed  regulation  requiring  sexual  intimacy  between  a woman and a directed
donor.

Thank you for the opportunity  to provide  comment.

Susan A. Messitta ’




